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From the Editors

oTwenty years from now you wi | be moj e
by the ones you did do. So throw off the bowlines. Sail away from the safe harbor. Catch t
trade winds in your sails. Expl or e. Drr e a
Mark Twain

Stephanie Thomas

Check out the Geary 18 Website: Dondt Forget

www.geary18.org To Pay

Your Annual Dues.




TELL -TALE

NOTES FROM OUR 2009 GIYRA CHAMPION
by Oscar Barney

N
It was great being able to make it to the InternationaICf»
year.The racing was very competitive with 4 different EJ
pers winning a race and only a few points separating
finishers.l remember battling it out right up until the fir
each race (and often | was the one that got pa$éesl).
made for fun racingBig thanks to Bob and Stephanie
Thomas for letting me sail their boat.

Winning the championship qualified me for the US Saliling
Championship of Champions held in October at the Carlyle Sailing Association in
lllinois. The event was sailed on Carlyle reservoir in Lightiing$4ills was my front

crew and Keven Stravers, a Lightning sailor from Vancouver Lake Sailing Club, was mid
crew. The boats are provided and competitors rotate boats each race to ensure nobody
gets stuck with a bad boat.

The Championship of Champions this year was stacked with grea®sadagsthe
competitors were J22, Star, Lightning, Snipe, 505, and 18 Foot Skiff World Champions; ¢
Rolex Yachtsman/women of the year; numerous collegm@iicans; a former

Olympian and Americas Cup skipper; the guy who designed the brand new sails we wer
using; and people who literally wrote 'the book' on how to sail Lighheegkess to say

the competition was stiff.

The first 11 races we didn't get even 1 good kightnings are heavier than a Geary 18
and don't accelerate well off the line so you have to time things jugismhtam not

used to starting on a crowded line with 19 of the nations best btkrsaces we

started second row and end up having to battle our way back to a mid fleiotdsadk.
considering the competitiofim and Kevin did a great job of keeping the boat going fast
and helping me navigate the crowded coWsesailed fairly short races, roughly 30
minutes long, and the racing was really tight with almost all competitors getting to the
windward mark at nearly the same tinoely remember a few races where there was
more than a 2 boat length gap between any two boats as we rounded the windward
mark. That definitely made coming into the windward mark on port a big Haraaqdy

we were able to avoid doing any penalty turns during the regatta.

(Cont. pg. 3)
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So in race 12 we finally figured out how to get a good start and were able to post some gc
finishes in the last 6 rac&yverall the event was a lot of fuhwas great to know that if we

got a good start we could keep up with the best sé&loirsy head to head with some of the
nations top sailors showed us what our strengths and weakness&sitiagewas a weak-
ness but boat speed and staying in clean air were a strgnigklour team's background in
hard chined boats helped a lot.

It was also good to see that these elite sailors were Mimarere fouled once on a port/
starboard and saw several people really mess up their rounding at the leeWavd ofark.

the good starts we had were to windward of a former Yachtsman of the year, which boost
our confidenceDverall the event was a lot of fuhwas great to know that if we got a good
start we could keep up with the best sailéosng head to head with some of the nations

top sailors showed us what our strengths and weakness&tavking. was a weakness but
boat speed and staying in clean air were a stretigtik our team's background in hard
chined boats helped a lot.

Oscar Barney

Results:http://www.regattanetwork.com/clubmgmt/applet_regatta results.php?
regatta_id=2287



http://www.regattanetwork.com/clubmgmt/applet_regatta_results.php?regatta_id=2287
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| dismantled a Geary this week. | felt sad about doing it, but it had to go. In fact | thought about a lot of
things during the process, about what used to be.

I had three wooden Gearyods in my mot hAvwergs back
#191 Furiousand #108Kokaned had dreams of all three racing the California regatta calendar against all
the other sailors. Perhaps Christopher, Alexandra, and | would each race one of them. Unfortunately,
never came to pass.

Avenger is now at our Oregon house, giving me a boat to occasionally sail at Eadgsigte Olin

family heirloom, needs to be repaired. | had ideas of putting a new, rounded bottom on her to compete
with George Cardas and Rigious To&an you imagine two boats named Furious in the same race with
two skippers who love to race against each other? Well it still may come to pass because #191 Furious
not going to be dismantled.

Kokanes a different story. It was a fixgaper. The late Giancarlo Campolmi of San Luis Obispo found
her i n a scrap heap, uncovered and exposed to
the boat to my younger brother, David Olin, who had just returned from cruising the South Pacific and
needed a project. Unfortunately, within the year, David lost his battle with cancer. The boat has been ir
the back yard ever since.

0Candt you sell 1t?26 my mother would ask. Il e
of the i mmacul ately restored boat that sold fo
useabl e cedar wookKokandmdtbdgpoat ol d boat . 6 So

| do have some history with that boat. | raced a¢@kaheamnce withFurioud believe it was at Avila

Bay in 1966. It was in the Fred Harley series. | was leading a race, and rounded a reaching mark poorl
Instead of heading up into the wind first, | tacked immediately to a port tack and completely lost way, de:
in the waterKokaneea me up behind on starboard tack and &
in those days, and no throwt races. | felt hitting me was unnecessary and was upset that | now had a
good sized dent to repair. With no witnesses there was nothing | could do. Rules are rules. Bob Eckrote
sailingSlingshaton the Harley series that year, with Felix Moitoret winning the Championship series. |
never sawKokanesgain until my brother and | towed her home in 1997.

SoFuriouandKokand®ave been parked next to each other for ten years now. | wonder if they reminisced
about that collision incident?

| took Kokanesgpart in reverse order to how it was built. The deck came off first, then all the beams and
supports. They were so dry that many splintered apart when | removed them. | was surprised at how th
the supports were, made of quarter inch plywood. The cedar sides were 1/2 inch, as was the cross plan
bottom. | know Furious has a cross planked bottom that is 3/4 inch cedar. It appesoédriegts

built to be as light as possible. Those cedar sides are dry, but in good enough shape to save and use fc
other projects.

(Cont. pg. 5) 4
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The only fiberglass on the entire hull was around the stem of the bow. When | pulled the fiberglass away t
expose the stem, | discovered a fair amohkunt of
ouastdt enti on to it. oDo you see this?6 ol s thi:

I look hard aFurioughe only boat left in the back yard.

Curious abolK o0 k ahistorg, ® esnailed Debbie Eckrote to have her look for the original measurement
certificate and tell me what she could about th
was missing from the association files. The boat was first registered in 1962 to Bill Marshall of Chiliwack,
B.C, builder of many wooden boats. The boat was registered from 1963 to 1966 by Stewart Reid of San |
Obispo and not again until 1972 to 1988.

To get more information | called our historian emeritus, Ted Knudson (only because he knows more about
boats and sailors than anyone else | know!). He told me that Bill Marshall would build a boat during the wi
ter, knowing he would find a buyer south of the Canadian/US border. Living in Canada, he had the best
lumber available. He would trailer the boat to some regatta race the boat, then sell it to anyone willing to k
a well built boat.

SoKokaneas now gone. | felt badly about it, as | feel badly about the demise of the Geary fleet in California
Many other class boats of the wooden era are gone or nearly gone as well. My father, Ed Olin, was an ea
member of the Los Angeles Flattie fleet, buikelingus 1938. That means the Los Angeles fleet was ac-
tive for nearly seventy years. It was a great

Jon Olin, Los Angeles Fleet
Written in October, 2009
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LOS ANGELES FLEET

Happy Holidays to all and smooth sailing in 2010. Chris and Tami were our solo sailors this year, but our
hearts were at every race. Our California holiday party will be at Ted and Gerda's home on Jan. 2. We hc
be able to meet the 4th generation Knudsbe'se. My new granddaughter Bailey will be at the gatharing

real joy in our home. Wanda Olin (Jon's mom) is having a tough time memory wise. She has been there {
of the LA fleets eventBom the very beginninglay one. A great lady. Our other "founding"” fellow Bill
Roberts, is having a little trouble in the "getting around" area but is a joy to relive wonderful "Flattie"
memorieswith. | celebrated 5 years cancer free thisaj@ays thanks to those who send me good wishes.
Again, Merry Christmas and hope to see you in '10 at the championships.

Tammi e Fur mands j oy

Bailey Lynn Nickols, born June 6, 2C

COOS BAY FLEET

Not much going in Coos Bay, but fl eet members
Regattaod. The object was to net as many rubber

tion). The other important factor was not get burned by spattering grease from the deep fried turkey, and
that is a tiller handle Tim is using as a pot holééotos by Shannon Clune




EWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWW%
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